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so long and so often to complain, she thinks it right3 in order
to prevent any mistake for the future, shortly to explain what it is
she expects from her Foreign Secretary. She requires: (i) That he
will distinctly state what he proposes in a given case, in
order that the Queen may know as distinctly to what she has
given her Royal sanction; (2) Having once given her sanction
to a measure, that it be not arbitrarily altered or modified
by the Minister; such an act she must consider as failing in
sincerity towards the Crown, and justly to be visited by the
exercise of her Constitutional right of dismissing that Mini-
ster. She expects to be kept informed of what passes between
him and the Foreign Ministers before important decisions
are taken, based upon that intercourse; to receive the
Foreign Dispatches in good time, and to have the drafts for
her approval sent to her in sufficient time to make herself
acquainted with their contents before they must be sent off.
The Queen thinks it best that Lord John Russell should show
this letter to Lord Palmerston.1
Lord Palmerston followed this rule for a time, but in
December 1851 sent off an important dispatch to the
French Government without first submitting it to the
Queen, and was promptly dismissed. Who dismissed him?
The official letters correctly enough place the constitu-
tional responsibility on the Prime Minister, but it is pretty
clear who moved the Prime Minister.
December 19, 1851
Lord John Russell has now to advise your Majesty that
Lord Palmerston should be informed that your Majesty is
ready to accept the Seals of Office, and to place them in
other hands. .. .
December 20, 1851
[First answer.] The Qpeen has now to express to Lord
John Russell her readiness to follow his advice, and her
acceptance of the resignation of Lord Palmerston.
[Second answer, same day.] With respect to a successor to
Lord Palmerston, the Queen must state that after the sad
1 The Letters of Queen Victoria (1907), ii, 315.